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St. Lux s xIll Ver: 25 * 


And Je vo, ſaid unto he 
223 i were 
ſinners above all the Galileans, be- 

cauſe they Juffer'd ſuch ibingt ? 


| Tell yout Nay; but except ye a 
e, f, 
in dne 1 


* * Bretdven, ; 3.539% of J 
F THE occaſion of? his: i? Wick 

Meeting on this ſad -Day, is (we 
too — know) to dep ranks 800 oo 
Anger and Vengeance againſt chs ft Na- 
tion, by a finccre and any Repentance' of 
all our Sins. 

More eſpecilly for the'Sitis of oft ien 
| ur we ate not all of' that black Offspring) 


24450 1 | who 
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R : * 


who have been in Days of old ſo ſhameful- 
ly guilty in the barbarous Murder of a righ- 
teous and good Man, whom God's good 
Providence (for our Sins no doubt) was 
pleas d to give up into the hands of unreaſo- 
nable and bloody Men: Unreaſonable and 
bloody, beoauſe they wou d not be ſatisfy d 
but with his Blood, tho he gave them what 
they cou d in reaſon ask, when he deliver d 
up into the hands of Juſtice his evil Counſel- 
lors, who had their Reward. _ F 
For there can be no greater Ornament to 
a Court of Juſtice, next to a Juſt and Up- 
right J 1 Agr fearing God, and hating Cove- 
_ lan the very Skin or Skeleton of a 
deteſtable partial Wretch, whoſe Hands have 
been fill d with Bribes, who hath 3 
p d after the Wages of Iniquity, who 
10 his Country for Gold. No greater Or- 
nament to the Spire of a Church, than the 
Head of a perfidious Biſhop or Presbyter, 
who hath, contrary to the ſound Word 
trine, endeavourd to inflave the Souls and 
Bodys of the People committed to his Care 
and Charge ; which may alſo ſerve for 
a Landmark, like St, Peter's Cock, to warn 
3 | others, 


* 
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others, in like manner, from making Ship- 
wreck of a good Conſcience on thoſe dan- 
gerous Rocks of Deſtruction. , _ 

The tragical and fatal end of Judas the 
Betrayer, is no leſs inſtructive and ornamen- 
tal a part of Goſpel-Hiſtory, than the Peni- 
tence of St. Peter, or the Converſion of St. Paul. 

So likewiſe in Secular Matters: Julius Ceſar 
can never paſs for a compleat Hero · (not- 
withſtanding his many Vertues) becauſe he 
inſlav d the Senate, and ſubdu'd the Libertys 

of the good People of Rome. Hum 
Nor can any General (tho the moſt for- 
tunate and victorious againſt foreign Enemys) 
that ever made a Nation happy, deſerve. leſs 
than the bittereſt Curſes and Execrations of all 
his Fellow-Subjets, if he ſhall preſume to 
awe and over-rule the Legiſlative Authority 
of his own Native Country, by the hated 
Power and Violence of a Standing Army. 

For Liberty is a natural Right of ineſti- 
mable Value to a generous Mind ; we can' 
run no hazard too great to defend it: On the 

other hand, Tyranny, Slavery, and Arbi- 
trary Power, whether it be Popiſh or Prote- 


ſtant, whether Foreign or Domeſtick, is ſuch 
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an accumulated Evil, that the greateſt Mil- 
fortunes can never reconcile us to it. 
And I am verily perſuaded that the good 
people of Great Britain will never again be 
_ wrought" up into Rebellion againſt a Prince 
who governs by the known Laws of the Land. 
Evil Counſellors, exorbitant Fines, enor- 
mous and ſavage Puniſhments, the flaviſh 
Principles of ſome few deſigning Church- 
Men, the ſuſpending of wholeſom Laws by 
4 Pack of- vile Jodges (which very Laws, if | 
put in due execution, wou'd civilly return 
che Complement, and ſuſpend the Suſpen- 
ders) ſtandin ing Arms, levying Mony with- 
out conſent of Parliament, the whole Con- 
ſtitution invaded; Theſe are the beginnin 38 
of Sorrow; che foundations of al Evil: 
And what can be expected in ſuch very 2 
rate Cireurnſtances ? * for Oppreſſ on maket 
wiſe Man mad. 
Tis e of the pious Martyr of this 
Day, chat with an exemplary Chriſtiaa Tem- 
per: e hisiffulring Enemys: but He 
an had far 15) Work upon his 
1 rhe! this,” namely to forgive his 
E — His thoſe bigotted Popiſh' 


Queen, 


3s. f January, 1709, 7 
Queen, with her accurs d French Adherents, 

did more towards his fatal Tragedy, than 
all his open Enemys cou d have done with 
their utmoſt Malice and Fury. | a 


— 


What ought, I ſay, from the giving 
of evil Counlellors Rs the Hands BET 1 — 
in all reaſon to have follow d, but a laſting 
Peace, Quiet and Comentment, and 4 good 
Underſtanding on all ſides? But chat was a 
Bleſſing too good, too great for an exceeding 
ſinful People, who have almoſt always de- 
lighted in Extremes, and purſu'd - violent 
Meaſures. Sometimes the Lenity of a good 
and gracious King cannot pleaſe them, hut 
they muſt be Rebels under the mildeſt and 
gentleſt Adminiſtration. Every Mechanic 
muſt ſet up for a Politician, every Officer of 
the Army for a Ruler of che People: A while 
after, when by God's good Providence they 
were deliver d from the inſolent Barbarity of 
theſe new Maſters, you have them running 
headlong into the other Extreme, giving ap 


all their Libertys and Propercys to the Fr 
and Ambition of one ſingle Tyrant, if at a- 
ny time it ſhou d ſeem good to his abſolute 
Will and Pleaſure, to put thoſe tyrannical and 
* , o 
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arbitrary Principles in execution; as if there 

were no other alternative but Rebellion or 

Slavery. Becauſe our bleſſed Lord tells us, 

We muſt render unto Ceſar the things that are Ce- 

far's; therefore ſay our Doctors in Slavery, 

Your Wives, your Children, your Eſtates, 

and all that you have are Ceſar s. But Ceſar 

hath been deceiv d by them more than. once, 

and will by them be ſtill deceiv'd, as often 

as he truſts to them. © 
The treacherous Addreſſes of your Life- 
and-Fortune-Men, and that ſlaviſh Doctrine | 
of unconditional Paſſive- Obedience without f 
reſerve (that prevailing Hereſy of the laſt 
Age) made way for freſh Bloodſhed, for the 
numerous Martyrdoms of the moſt noble, 

moderate and generous Patriots, the conſtant 

Aſſertors of the known Laws and Libertys of 

this Nation. Thus are we involvd in fre- 

quent Murders, and what ſhall we anſwer 

when God ſhall viſit for theſe things? We 

muſt be heartily ſorry, and earneſtly repent 

of theſe our Miſdoings; then Iniquity fal 

not be our Ruin: for except we repent, me ſhall 

HD. 


We 
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We muſt chearfully imbrace God's Mercys 
and Bleſſings whenſoever he is pleas d to ſend 
them, tho not (it may be) perform d in eve- 
ry minute Circumſtance according to our 
own fond Humours, and vain Opinions. 
More eſpecially let us value, as we ought, 
the moſt ſignal Inſtance of God's Divine Fa- 
vour to us at the thrice happy Revolution, 
with thoſe other appendant crouding Mercys, 
the glorious Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, the illuſtrious Union, the good 
Harmony between the Prerogative of the 
Prince, and the Property of the People; all 
which are the genuine effects of that wonij- 
derful Revolution. Bleſſings of ſo great, ſo 
juſt a value, in ſo ſhort a 7. of time, that 
they more than compenſate for the numerous 
Tyrannys, Oppreſſions and Murders of this 
la Century. If that Age had been bleſs d 
with theſe good and righteous Laws, we had 
not met on this ſad occafion. 

| By me Kings reign, and Princes decree Juſtice, 
ſays the Holy Scriptute; plainly enough inti- 
mating, that bloody lawleſs Tyrants, and un- 
juſt Judges are the Servants of the Devil, or 
Devils incarnate. A good and righteous King 

Lachs, B or 
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or Queen is undoubtedly the greateſt Bickag 
ſel 


on this fide Heaven; but an arbitrary ſelt- 
will'd Tyrant the greateſt Plague on this fide 
Hell: A juſt and gracious King or Queen, the 
very living Image of God himſelf; but a law- 
leſs Tyrant, the moſt deteſtable Idol of the 
Devil. For God Almighty never made a. 
Slave, nor created a Tyrant: the Devil was 
the firſt Founder of Tyranny, and Sin the 
Original of all Slavery. God's Service is per- 
fect Freedom. And as when we are happily 
initiated into the Chriſtian Church by Bap- 
tiſm, in our ſpiritual capacity we enter into 
a ſolemn League againſt the World, the Fleſh. 
and the Devil; ſo in our natural capacity, by 
the prime Law of Nature (which is no other 
but the Law of God), by that Divine Law, I 
ſay, of Self-Preſervation and Defence, Ve not 
only may, but muſt (co uſe the words of an ex- 
cellent Author) if we will be true to our 
ſelves, and the Community we belong to, 
oppoſe to our utmoſt all boundleſs unlimited arbitrary 
ower, which is deſtruftive of the Publick Good. 
But how comes it to paſs, you will ſay, 
that ſometimes good Kings, ſometimes good 
Patriots are debas d, tormented and murder d 
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when on the other hand, bloody Tyrants and 
laviſh Stateſmen are exalted and' flouriſh 2? 
This was a Queſtion which always puzled the 
wiſeſt of the Heathens to reſolve and deter- 
mine: To behold. Vice and Proſperity go hand 
in hand, inſulting and triumphing over afflic- 
ted Vertue and Innocence, made many of 
them raſhly to conclude, that there was no 
ſuch thing as Providence; that the Maker of 
the World did not preſerve and govern it; as 
if (like an unnatural Parent) he had brought 
it forth, and now expos d and deſerted it: or 
at moſt they thought his Care and Providence 
confin d within the Heavens, extending only 
to thoſe glorious Creatures which are above: 
That it was inconſiſtent with the Serenity and 
Beatitude, and beneath the Grandeur of ſo 
great and glorious a Being, to deſcend and 
intermeddle with Affairs here below, and be 
perplex d with the Adminiſtration of ſo mean 
and troubleſom a Province; imagining this 
Globe of Earth to be as a Ball thrown àt the 
foot of Fortune, and that Time and Chance 
happen d to all alike,” and rul d and govern d 
all dung Nor indeed did this only perplex 
the Heathen Philoſophers, who had no better 
Wem B 2 Guide 


12 A Sermon preach'd. on the 
Guide than the weak and dubious Light of 
Nature to direct them; and therefore no cer- 
tain Knowledg of a future State, nor ex- 
preſs Fears of Puniſhments, or Hopes of 
Rewards in another World. But it ſtagger d 
even good King David himſelf : When I ſaw 
the Wicked in Proſperity, ſucceſsful in their Impie- 
tys, abounding in all manner of ſecular Felicitys, 
my Feet (lays he) were almoſt gone, my Treadings 
bad well nigh ſlipt. He coud find no Foun- 
dation for it in the Field of Nature, but only 
in the Sanctuary of God; no good account 
to be given of it by natural Reaſon, but on- 
ly by the reveal'd Will of God: There I un- 
derſtood the end of theſe Men, that they ſtand 
upon ſlippery Places here, and when they fall 
down they go into the bottomleſs Pit, ex- 
tremely fatal in their end, however ſeeming- 
ly proſperous in their beginning. But to 
come cloſe to the Text. 3p 28 
The occaſion of theſe words were the Ga- 
lileans, whole Blood Pilate had mingled with 
their Sacrifices, as you may ſee, Ver. 1. Theſe 
Men were the Followers of one Judas an Im- 
poſtor and Seducer of the People, a Gaulonite, 
as Joſephus calls him from the place of his 

Nativity ; 
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Nativity; and a Galilean, as Gamaliel calls him, 
from the Place of his Abode or Habitation: 
He taught rebellious Doctrines re due 
Subjection to the Roman Empire, forbidding 
the Jews to pay Tribute to Ceſar, ſaying, They 
Tad no King but God. Upon this ground he 
ſeduc'd the People after him into Arms and 
Rebellion; but he periſh'd, and all even as 
many as obey d him were diſpers d, as we 
read Alls 5. 37. Some of theſe his Followers 
were again aſſembled at the Paſſover, and 
ſlain by Pilate. Upon this ſad Calamity and 
Judgment which: befel them, tis very proba- 
ble thoſe that told our Saviour of their fatal 
and diſmal Tragedy, concluded from their 
unhappy end, that they were the greateſt of 
Sinners, and that themſelves were, in compa- 
riſon of theſe unhappy Wretches, moſt in- 
nocent and righteous Perſons. 
This was the worſt uſe cou'd be made of 
ſuch a lamentable Accident; being an un- 
charitable Cenſure of thoſe who ſuffer d, and 
a Preſumption or flattering Opinion of their 
own Probity or Honey. Our bleſſed Sa- 
viour condemns, and refutes both, in his An- 
ſwer, Suppoſe ye that theſe Galileans were. Sin- 
. | ners 
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ners above all the Galileans ? I tell you, nay; but 
except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. If 
you perſiſt in your preſent evil Practices, rai- 
ſing Tumulcs and Sedition, under pretence of 
exemption from human Laws; or in our 
modern Cant, out of Piety and Zeal for the 
Church (which by the way hath been made 
the Stalking? horſe to many wicked and trai- 
torous Deſigns) then as theſe unhappy Gali- 
leans periſh'd! at their Sacrifices, fo ſhall a mul- 
titude of you (meaning the Jews) on the ve- 
ry ſame day be ſlaughter d like Sheep in your 
e ee 'too- for the very ſame 
| e, namely a Sedition rais d in the City. 
And ſo it came to paſs; for about forty 
years after; Jeruſalem was taken by the Roman 
Emperor Titus on the Sabbath-· day, and many 
hundred Thouſands of them deſtroy d by his 
Army: ſo great were the Anitioſſtys and Divi- 
ſions atriong thermſel ves, that they made little 
or no Defence and Reſiſtance; and ſo very 
provoking and exafperating was their Beha- 
viour cowards che Soldiers, when they had en- 
ter d che "Oiry; and the Jens at their mercy, 
that, contrary to the Emperor's Command, 
in a Rape and Fury, they burnt the Temple. 
Ci T en 
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Then was ſadly fulfil d out Saviour s Predic- 
tion of their ſad Deſtruction, the very con- 
ſideration of which drew Tears of Compaſ· 
ſion from his Eyes; as yoù may lee, St. Lule 
19. 41. and what follows, He bebeld the City, 
and wept over it, ſaying, I thou hadſt known, 
even thou, at leaſt in this. thy Day, the things that 
belong unto thy Peace] but now they are hidden 
from thine Eyes: Fur the Days ſhall come upon thee, 
that tine Enemys :ſhall-: caſt - a' Trench about ther; 
and compaſs thee round, and keep thee” in on even 
fide, and fhall-lay "thee even with the Ground, and 
thy Children. within tbee: and: they ſhall not leave 
within thee ane Stone upon another, vecauſe thou 
kneweſt not the time of ti Viſitation; cbecduje: thou 
didſt not repent upon all the gracious Calls. aud In- 
1 wen „ . 1916 1 
It is G Almig 8 ordinary b uu: 
Metliod to reduce an by his Mercys land 
Bleſſings. : The Riches of his Goodaefs, For- 
bearance, and Long-ſuffetingy are all intended 
and deſign d co lead us to entance ; for be 
doth not aſftict willingly; : noro grieve: ne Gilden 
of Men, Lam. z. 33. But if theſe gentle 
Methods will not prevail, and becauſe Sen- 
tence againſt an evil Work is fiot executed 
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ſpeedily ; therefore the Hearts of the Sons of Men 

3s fully ſet in them to do Evil, as the wiſe Man 
ſays, Eccleſ. 8. 11. n 
There remain then nothing but temporal 
Puniſhments and Chaſtiſements, thereby, if 
poſſible, to prevent their eternal Ruin and 
Deſtruction; for when, O God, thy Judgments 
are in the Earth, the Inhabitants of the World will 
learn Righteouſneſs, Iſaiah 26. 9. Surely then 
this is the moſt fit and proper time for us to 
learn this Leſſon that ever was in the World: 
for one of God's four ſore Judgments, as the 
Prophet calls them, El. 14. 21. the firſt 1 
ſay, and the greateſt of them all, the Sword, 
is and hath been a long time unſheathd in 
-Chriſtendom, ſo as the like was never known 

in any former Age, turning Citys into De- 
farts, or Heaps of Aſhes; and Kingdoms 
and Nations into Golgothas and Acheldama's, 
into Fields of Blood, and Places of dead 
Mens Bones; overflowing the Nations about us 
with Parents Blood, and Orphans Tears. 
We ought not from: thence to conclude, or 
ſuppoſe, that they are greater Sinners than 
we z we ought rather to attend to our bleſſed 
Saviour s Admonition and Inference, I tell 


you 
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you nay ; for except we repent, we ſhall all likewiſe 
— 6 our Sins are the 8 all God's 
Judgments, ſo*nothing but our Repentance 
and Reformation can prevent or remove 
them. | eee 28 

When Jonah was ſent unto Niniveh to pro- 
claim their Deſtruction ; Net forty Days and 
Nineveh ſhall be overthrown, Jonah + 4. up- 
on their Faſting, Humiliation, and turni 
every one from his evil way, the Lord turn 
away from his fierce Anger, and they pe- 
riſh d not: Upon their Repentance God himſelf 
repented of the Evil that he ſaid he wound dv un- 
to them, and he did it not, Ver. 10. | 

May. we not juſtly fear, as our Saviour 
told the Jews, That the Men of Nineveh ſhall 
riſe up in Judgment with this: Generation, aud con- 
demn it, becauſe they repented at the Preaching of 
Jonah; and behold a greater than Jonas is here? 
for we have the Preaching of Chriſt himſelf, 
and his Apoſtles, continually read in our Ears, 
if we will but attend'to ir. The Repentance 
of the Ninevites, for ought we know, was real 
and ſincere, but Ahab s was only formal and 
hypocritical; he humbled himfelf outwardly, 
but did not truly repent: and yet even that 
pit C outward 
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outward Humiliation of his obtain'd a Suf- 
enſion or Adjournment of the Judgment ſo 
a denounc'd againſt him: 1 Kings 21. 
29. Seeſt thou how Ahab humbleth himſelf before 
e? Becauſe be humbleth himſelf before me, J will 
not bring the Evil in his Days, but in his Son's 
Days will I bring the Evil upon his Houſe. The 
manner and occaſion of his humbling him- 
ſelf is ſer down, Ver. 27. And it came to paſs 
when be heard theſe Words (that. is, the Words 
of the Prophet Eljah, telling him plainly of 
his Murder and Oppreſſion of Naboth) that he 
rent his Clothes, Far put Sackcloth upon bis Fleſh, 
and faſted, and lay in Sackcloth, and went ſoftly. 
And this is all the Humility there mention'd, 
for which God promiſes that he will not bring 
the Evil in his Days; which Humiliation pro- 
ceeded not from an ingenuous Contrition and 
Sorrow for Sin, but from natural Conſcience, 
awaken d and ſcar d by the Prophet's Meſſage 
which threaten d Vengeance: Therefore tho it 
was not fully acceptable to God, as not pro- 
ceeding from an upright Heart; yet Ahab had 
done much worſe, if he had not been hum- 
bled at all. There was ſome kind of Moral 
Goodnels in his Humiliation, which diverted 
i the 
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the impending Judgment and Storm, and ob- 
taind a Reprieve, tho not a Pardon; I will 
not bring the Evil in his Days. 
How effectual then will true Repentance, 
and a thorow unfeign'd Reformation proy 
to obtain both temporal and eternal Blel⸗ 
ſings, when a forc d and hypocritical one was 
thus rewarded? Tho Men may  poſlibly 
eſcape outward Calamitys (for all Sins are 
not puniſh'd here in this Life) yet without 
doubt they ſhall periſh everlaſtingly: Except 
ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 
| Now a neceſſary Preparative, or the firſt 
ſtep towards the due performance of this 
Duty, is a particular, ſerious, and impartial 
Reflection upon all our Ways and Works, 
and all the Circumſtances throughout the 
whole courſe of our Lives paſt ; an attentive 
Conſideration and Recollection of them, in 
order to find out and bewail what is done a- 
miſs, and ſo amend for the future: for ex- 
cept we call our own ways to remembrance, 
we can never turn our Feet to God's Teſti- 


monys. | . 
But theſe Reflections are uneaſy and trou- 


bleſom to corrupt Nature, like che opening 
ieee 


— 
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and ſearching old Wontids and Sores, accom- 
any d with Pain for the prefent, and there- 
re generally neglected; tho without fuch a 
method there can be no Cure. There are 
other Objects and Meditations more pleaſing 
and diverting : The Proſpect and Contempla- 
tion of Pleaſures, Riches and Honour, make 
deep Impreſſions, and the Cares and Con- 
cerns of this World too often exclude or hin- 
der a due Conſideration and Preparation for 
the next; inſomuch that very few Men (and 
that very ſeldom too) retire and deſcend in- 
to their own Breaſts, to remember from 
vhence they are fallen, that they may riſe a- 
gain by Repentance; but rather remember 
that they may fall lower, reflecting on their 
paſt ſinful Actions with Delight and Compla- 
cency, acting over again, in the Fancy and 
Imagination, the Vanitys and Follys of their 
Lives paſt, ruminating on Wickednefs : this 
ſpeculative Iniquity being of a ready and ve- 
y quick diſpatch, requiring neither the La- 
bour of the Body, nor the Care and Study of 
the Mind, all Times and Places, Ages and 
Occaltons being alike to it. This pernicious 
ſort of Reflection is ſo far from being a Pre- 
8 parative 
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parative to Repentance, that it adds both 
weight and number to former Offences. And 
yet there is another ſort worſe than this, if 
poſſible : When Men call to mind their evil 
Courſes not only with Delight, or to leſſen, 
palliate or excuſe them; but alſo, which is 
the very top of flagitious Wickedneſs, to boaſt 
and glory in them. And ſuch flagrant Sin- 
ners there were even in early days, in St. Pauls 
time, which fetch d Tears from his Eyes: 
Phil. 3. 18, 19. I tell you, ſays he, even weep- 
ing, that they are Enemys to the Croſs of Chriſt, 
whoſe End is Deſtruttion, whoſe God is their 
Belly, and whoſe Glory i in their Shame, who mind 
earthly things. St. Jude aptly compares them 
to raging Waves of the Sea, fron out their own 
Shame, to whom is reſery'd t Blickueſe of Dark- 
neſs for ever, Ver. 13. The only laudable, 
innocent, and adyantageous remembrance of 
the Sins and Errors of our Lives, is, when tis 
accompany'd with Sorrow and Remorſe, Ha- 
tred and Deteſtation, and Reſolutions of 
firm and unalterable Amendment: This is 
the 1 how to make a moſt 
Sovereign Antidote out of theſe. moſt deadly 
Vipers; for ſuch an happy remembrance 


will 


* 
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will prevent God's remembrance of our Sins 
hereafrer, will obtain a gracious Pardon, an 
Act of Oblivion for us in the Court of 
Heaven: Heb. 10. 17. Thy Sins and thy Ini- 
quitys will T remember no more; that is, Sins re- 
E of and forſaken : and they can never 
e repented of and forſaken, except their 
Nature, Effects and Conſequences be duly 
conſider d and underſtood. The want of 
if theſe uſeful and neceflary Reflections is an 
Argument either of a brutiſh Stupidity, or 
1 an habitual Hardneſs of Heart; that Nature 
is ſo far corrupted by evil Education and 
Example, that it never had any ſenſe and 
diſtinction between Good and Evil, or elſe 
hath extinguiſh d it by a long continuance and 
cuſtom of Impiety: and of ſuch we may 
modeſtly affirm what St. Paul ſays of the 
wanton Widow, 1 Tim. 5. 6. That they are 
dead while they live; for that is one remarkable 
Property of the Grave, 'Tis the Land where all 
things are forgotten, Plal. 88. 12. | 
To conclude ; Men generally ſtand in need 
more of Monitors and Remembrancers, than 
of Teachers or Inſtructors, by Exhortations 
and Admonitions to be quicken'd to the Prac- p 
re 2 rice 
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tice of what they know, rather than to be” 
taught any new Leſſon : for there ate ſurely 
very few Chriſtians (none I hope who hear 
me) ſo ignorant as not to know their Duty, I 
mean the moſt eſſential parts of it, which are 
abſolutely neceſſary to common Salvation; 
and as few, I hope, ſo preſumptuous and 
hard-hearted, as wilfully and delbertely to 
neglect their eternal Salvation, or act any 
thing inconſiſtent with it, or contrary to it: 
for 3 muſt offer manifeſt Violence to their 

Reaſon and Judgment, if they chuſe Evil 
and refuſe Good, and embrace Death rather 
than Life, when both are offer d to their Wills, 
and propounded to their Underſtandings. 

But Sinners look forward at their preſent 
Gratifications, and the Satisfaction of their 
diſorderly Affections and Appetites; ſeldum 
regarding the Equity, Sanctity and Righte- 
ouſneſs of thoſe Laws which they violate, 
and the Dangers and Miſery they thereby ex- 
pole themſelves to: the ſerious conſideration 
whereof might prevent or check their enor- 
mous way of Living. * When the Prodigal in 
the Parable came to himſelf, St. Luke 15. 17. 
when he began coolly to conſider and re- 

flect, 
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flea; he was then weary and aſham'd of his 


Riots and Extravagances, and returnd to his 


Father with Tears in his Eyes, Confeſſions in 


his Mouth, and Sorrows in his Heart, for his 
former Miſcarriages. And indeed Men are 
never like to return to their Heavenly Father, 
except they firlt return to themſelves, and be- 
come ſerious and conſiderate: Which that we 
may all be in theſe perillous times, God of 


his infinite Mercy grant, for the ſake of Chriſt 


Jeſus our Saviour; unto whom, with God 

the Holy Ghoſt, be aſerib d, as is moſt due, 

all Honour and Glory for evermore. 
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